The Ancient Worlds of Asia
falsehood. T-he Messiah, the teacher of righteousness, is opposed by a demon most often named Belial or Beliar (Wilson, I.e.8.78). At the end of time there will be the Last Judgment, a concept which was likewise unknown to Judaism, but was a doctrine of the Avesta. At Doomsday the Messiah and Saviour would divide for ever the two worlds of light and darkness; and this is the belief both *of Christianity and of Islam today. The purification at the spring of "living water", or baptism, as well as the holy meal, the Eucharist, are not of Jewish origin either. Professor K. G. Kuhn of Gottingen has emphasised in a treatise on the development of the Eucharist, that the Jewish Passover was and still is a family festival in which both men and women take part, whereas the Christian Communion in its original form was held on the model of the Last Supper at which only a limited circle of men with the head of the church congregation were present. Kuhn believes that the Christian Communion derives from this early Christian ritual, and that Jesus himself introduced it. The correctness of Kuhn's theory that the sacrament of the Last Supper originated with the Essenes seems to be confirmed by the later discovered fragments that complete the Manual.
It may well be that further scrolls, similar to these stimulating documents, are still in existence somewhere, waiting to be discovered and to shed light on the great gaps in our knowledge of ancient history which still remain. It is tempting to the scholar to assume that this will be so and that the greater part, even, of his task lies ahead. As any theatre audience knows, there is no moment so filled with expectation as the gradual lightening of a darkened stage to reveal a great and brilliant spectacle, as the figures of the players emerge from the shadows to speak the first lines which will introduce and illuminate the play.
232rius. The scrolls from the Dead Sea quote time and again the way of light and the way of darkness, the spirits of light and of darkness, the children of light and truth as against
